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More about our Team    
    

What is the role of class teachers for SEND?    

• Be responsible for the development for every child they teach.    

• Work closely with support staff to plan and review support.    

• Adjust lessons to make them accessible for every child.    

• Use assessments to help plan accessible lessons.  Follow advice from any 

support services.    

• Review each child’s progress and plan the next steps. Every teacher is a 

teacher of SEND.     
What do support staff (e.g. teaching assistants) do for SEND children?    

Support staff, including teaching assistants, are a key part of our team. They:    

• Provide a wide range of SEND support.    

• Lead SEND sessions outside the class.  Support children in classroom. To 

help us do the best for every child, all staff can ask for any child’s SEND 

plans.    

    
Our SEND Governor is Katie Fisher. Her role is to:    

• Monitor SEND in our academy, including our legal duties.    

• Have an overview of long term plans for improving our SEND provision.    

• Meet with the SENDCO at least twice a year and make sure our governors 

are kept up to date on SEND issues.   Staff and governors can be contacted 

via the main office.    

    
    

How do we develop our SEND Expertise?    
Our team have lots of SEND expertise. However, it is important we keep refreshing and 

developing our skills.    

    

To train and develop our team, we use:  o Staff 

meeting and INSET day training  o Staff supporting 

each other  o Online courses and webinars o e.g. 

MindEd: www.minded.org.uk   o Online information o 

e.g. NASEN’s What Works:  

www.sendgateway.org.uk/page/what-works    

    
SEND Training is often led by the SENDCo, as our in house expert. We also use external 

trainers so that our staff can benefit from the best specialist expertise.    
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Your Questions Answered (continued)    
    
4. What support is available for social and emotional needs?    

We are proud to be a caring, nurturing and supportive school. We believe that children need 

to feel happy, secure and safe in order to meet their potential. Every child is treated as an 

individual.    

    

We use the Thrive programme to support our children with SEMH. Children are initially 

assessed by a Thrive trained colleague and their teacher. This is then used to set targets and 

strategies to support the child’s specific needs. This is shared with parents so that the 

strategies can also be used at home.    

    

If a child is exhibiting challenging behaviour we try to find the causes and then adapt so we 

can to alleviate the behaviour.    

    

If needed, we work with parents to identify needs of the family as a whole. This may involve 

forming a team around the child (TAC). This means we can look at the bigger picture for the 

child and get even better progress. It can also help us to agree referrals to get extra support 

for both child and their family.    

    

We also have:    

• Class circle time.   

• School assemblies about emotions and feelings.   

• Posters tell children who they can talk to if worried (our safeguarding team).   

• Clear systems for managing behaviour.   

• Staff who offer pastoral support.   

    

5. Why don’t school include a child with autism or ADHD as a sensory need on the 

paperwork or SEND register?    

Every school has to follow the government’s SEND handbook. This is called the SEND Code 

of Practice. It tells us what categories of SEND we are allowed to use and what each 

category means.    

    

The government’s category “Physical / Sensory Needs” includes three specific 

sensory needs:    

• Visual impairment – Loss of some or all of their sight;   

• Hearing impairment – Loss of some or all of their hearing;   

• Multisensory impairment – Loss of some or all of both their hearing and  

sight.  Each of these sensory needs refers to the loss of sight and/or hearing.   

Children with ASD or ADHD can also have sensory needs but they have not lost the use of 

their senses. It’s more that they might be over or under-sensitive to sights, smells or sounds 

etc.    

    

So, while we can’t put these needs into the sensory needs category, it doesn’t make a 

difference to the support that the child receives.    
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